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Lacey Act - Background

ÅOldestwildlife protectionstatute in the UnitedStates

ÅFirst enacted in 1900 to combats trafficking in άƛƭƭŜƎŀƭέ
wildlife, fishandplants

ÅAmendedin 2008 under the Food,Conservationand Energy
Actof 2008

ÅAs of 22nd May 2008, the LaceyAct makes it unlawful to
import, export, transport,sell,receive,acquire,or purchasein
interstate or foreign commerceany plant, with somelimited
exceptions,taken,possessed,transportedor sold in violation
of the laws of the United States,a State,an Indian tribe, or
any foreign law that protects the plant [Source: DocketNo. APHIS-
2008-0119]



Lacey Act - Background

TheLaceyAct alsomakesit unlawful :

Å to make or submit any false record, accountor label for, or
any false identification of, any plant covered by the Act
[Source: DocketNo. APHIS-2008-0119]

Åw.e.f 15 December2008, to import certain plants and plants
productswithout an import declaration [Source: DocketNo. APHIS-

2008-0119]

Åw.e.f 15 December2008, importers are required to submit a
declaration for certain plants and plant products [Source :

DocketNo. APHIS-2008-0119]



Lacey Act - Background

TheLaceyAct alsorequires:

Å the declaration must contain, among other things, the
scientific name of the plant, value of the importation,
quantity of the plant, and name of the country from which
the plant washarvested

Å if the plant speciesfrom which they are madevariesand are
unknown, importers will be required to declarethe nameof
each species that may have been used to produce the
product
[Source : Docket No. APHIS-2008-0119]



Lacey Act - Background

TheLaceyAct alsorequires:

Å if a plant product is made of plant species commonly
harvested in more than one country and the country is
unknown, the importer will be required to declarethe name
of each country from which the plant may have been
harvested

ÅFor paper and paperboard products with recycled plant
content, the importer will not be required to specify the
speciesor country or harvest with respect to the recycled
plant product component, but will be required to provide
the averagepercentrecycledcontent

[Source: DocketNo. APHIS-2008-0119]



Lacey Act - Background

Productsaffected:

1. HTSCh. 44ςWoodandarticlesof wood;

2. HTSCh.47ςWoodpulp

3. HTSCh. 48ςPaperandarticlesof

4. HTSCh. 94ςFurniture,etc

[Source: DocketNo. APHIS-2008-0119]

Note : HTSςHarmonizedTariff Schedule



Lacey Act - Background

Violations of the LaceyAct provisionsmay be prosecutedin
three basicways:

1. Civilςmonetarypenalties; or

2. Criminalςfinesandpenaltiesandpotential incarceration; or

3. Forfeiture ςdispossessionof the plant, fish, or wildlife in
question

[Source: DocketNo. APHIS-2008-0119]



Phase-In Schedule of Enforcement of the Declaration Requirement

Phase I-Upto March 2008 Phase II-1 Aprð30 Sept 2009 Phase III -1 Oct 2009 ð31 Mac 2010 Phase IV-1 Apri-30 Sept 2010

HTS Chapters : HTS Chapters: HTS Chapters:

Plant input declaration form will be available 

and accepted after 15 Dec 2008

Ch 44 ðHeadings (Wood & articles of wood) Ch44 -Headings (wood & articles of wood) Ch44 ðHeadings(wood & articles of wood)

4401ðFuel wood 4402-Wood charcoal 4420-Artciles of wood,nesoi

Domestic and international outreach 4403-Wood in the rough 4405-Wood wool Ch 48-Headings(paper & articles of)

4404-Hoopwood poles, piles, stakes 4410-Particleboard 4801-Newsprint

4406-Railwayor tramway sleepers 4411-Fibreboard of wood 4802ñUncoated writing paper

4407-Wood sawn orchipped lengthwise 4412-Plywood, veneered panels 4803-Toilet or facial tissue stock

4408-Sheetsfor veneering 4413-Densified wood 4804-Uncoated kraftpaper

4409-Wood continuouslyshaped 4414-Wooden frames 4805-Other uncoated paper and board

4417-Tools, tool handles, broom handles 4415-Packaging cases, crates,boxes, drums 4806-Vegetable parchment, etc

4418-Buildersõ, joinery and carpentry of wood4416-Casks,barrels, vats, tabs 4807-Composite paper and board

4419-Tablewares and kitchenware of wood 4808-Corrugated paper

4420-Wood, marquetry, caskets, statuettes 4809-Carbon paper

Ch 47-Headings (wood pulp) 4810-Coated paper andboard

4701-Chemical wood pulp 4811-paper coated, other than 4803,4809 & 

4810

4702-Chemicalwood pulp, dissolving Ch 94-Headings(furniture,etc)

4703-Chemical wood pulp, sulfate 940169-Seatswith wood frames

4704-Chemicaalwood pulp, sulfite 940330-Woodenoffice furniture

4705-Combination mechanical and chemical 940340-Wooden kitchen furniture

940350-Wooden bedroom furniture

940360-Other wooden furniture

94039070-wooden furniture parts

Plus Phase II Plus Phases II & III
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Lacey Act ςMust Do Requirements

ÅWhat option? ? ?

ÅComply - Fill Plant and Plant Product
DeclarationFormaccuratelyall the time

ÅComply - Provide correct scientific name of
the plant, value of the importation, quantity
of the plant, and name of the country from
which the plant washarvested



Lacey Act ςMust Do Requirements

ÅWhat option? ? ?

ÅComply - 5ƻƴΩǘtrade in illegal or άǘŀƛƴǘŜŘέ
plants and plant based products such as
harvesting it illegally, trading it without
proper duties or other fees being paid, or
smuggling/stealingit

ÅComply-5ƻƴΩǘlie to the government!


















