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Editorial

As usual, at this time of the year, furniture entrepreneurs
from across the globe descend upon the various furniture
shows to source for a wide range of furniture and furnishing

products. In M alaysia, two grand furniture shows namely the
M alaysian Internat ional Furniture Fair (M IFF) and Export
Furniture Exhibition (EFE) took place at  Putra World Trade
C ent re, Kuala Lumpur C onvent ion  C ent re, M AT RAD E
Exhibition &  Convention Centre and M alaysia Agro Exposition
Park respectively.

U ndoubtedly, the shows benefited the furniture entrepreneurs
particularly in terms of business networking aside from providing
the platform for highlighting the latest furniture designs and
technology for mutual benefit.

T he global business situation is picking up due to global economic
recovery. T herefore, industry players should take advantage of this
opportunity to forge ahead by acquiring good designs, producing
high quality products, establishing brand name and possessing good
marketing strategies. T his is essential so as to penetrate and compete
in the open market.

T he export growth momentum reflects promising opportunities
in the global market. T his will help to boost the export value of
furniture which was projected at RM 10 billion this year. Last year,
the national export earnings from wooden furniture accounted
for RM 7.6 billion in which Sarawak contributed RM 32.3 million.
T he main export item from Sarawak was tropical hardwood garden
furniture.

Recognising the vast potential in the international market and
aspiring to assist  Sarawak’s furniture entrepreneurs, ST ID C
participated in both M IFF and EFE. Its participation among others
aimed to keep abreast with the current trends of furniture designing
and to further explore market  opportunit ies. ST ID C  booth
featured the garden and outdoor furniture besides providing
information on ST ID C  as well as Sarawak’s timber and furniture
industries.

It is hoped that Sarawak’s furniture entrepreneurs would continue
to participate actively in these events in future in order to remain
competitive. Emphasis could be placed on garden furniture so as
to create niche market taking advantage of the abundant forest
resources in the State.
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STIDC MADE ITS PRESENCE IN MIFF & EFE
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O nce again furniture entrepreneurs from all over
the world converged together to various furniture
shows to view and display the latest furniture

designs, tastes and trends. In M alaysia, two grand furniture
shows t ook place simult aneously. T he M alaysian
International Furniture Fair (M IFF) 2010 was held on
2nd – 6th M arch 2010 at Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala
Lumpur Convention Centre and M AT RAD E Exhibition
Convention Centre. Export Furniture Exhibition (EFE),
M alaysia on the other hand was held on 3rd – 7th M arch
2010 at M alaysia Agro Exposition Park, Serdang.

O ccupying over 80,000 square metres of exhibition space,
M IFF 2010 was participated by over 500 exhibitors from
China, Indonesia, South Korea, Singapore, the U SA, Japan
and M alaysia. M IFF M anaging D irector, D atuk Tan Chin
H uat said sales of about U D $750 million were expected
at this year’s fair compared with U S$710 million last year.

M eanwhile, EFE 2010 saw over 500 exhibitors spread across
80,000 square metres of floor space with over 10,000 visitors
from more than 130 countries coming to business and took
stock on current trends in the industry. T he H onourable
D ato H amzah Z ainudin, D eputy M inister of Plantation
Industries and Commodities, M alaysia stated that more

STIDC booth at EFE.

Keeping abreast with the current trends of furniture designing.

!  STIDC is always instrumental in initiating trade promotional
programmes for SarawakÕs timber industry.
!  Furniture industry will continue to be the mainstay of the
Malaysian economy.
!  There are ample opportunities for the furniture sector to
go into greater height and secure larger market share.

SUMMARY

than 25% of furniture sales were
concluded at this fair every year.

U ndoubt edly, t hese must  visit
furn iture shows offered golden
opportunities for furniture buyers to
expand their list of suppliers and for
manufacturers to look for new
markets.

ST I D C  t ook t hese golden
opportunities to make its presence
in  bot h M I FF and EFE. I t s
participation among others aimed to
keep abreast with the current trends
of furniture designing and to further
explore market opportunities.

O verwhelming trade enquiries were received from both
local and foreign visitors, proving the essence of maintaining
our presence in these big events to promote Sarawak’s timber
and timber products.

ST I D C  is always in st rument al in  in it iat ing t rade
promotional programmes for Sarawak’s timber industry in

order to match potent ial buyers with local exporters.
H opefully, this initiative will help to promote our products
particularly furniture to the world market.

According to M alaysia External T rade D evelopment
C orporat ion  (M AT RAD E), the nat ional preliminary
furniture export earnings for 2009 showed a decline of 12%
to RM 7.6 billion compared with RM 8.7 billion in 2008
due to global economic downturn. Sarawak contributed
only RM 32 million or 4.2% in 2009 and RM 28 million
or 3.2% in 2008 respectively.

Furniture industry will continue to be the mainstay of the
M alaysian economy driven by the government’s aspiration
to achieve RM 10 billion worth of furniture export this year.

Presently, there are ample opportunities for the furniture
sector to go into greater height and secure larger market
share. T herefore, it is important for the industry players
to brace for more competitive environment by upgrading
capabilities and creating the overall impact on the industry.
T hey should also participate actively in future promotional
programmes so as to grab the golden opportunities and
be at par with their international counterparts.
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SARAWAK GETS OUTSTANDING RESPONSE AT
DUBAI WOODSHOW 2010
Introducing SarawakÕs timber and timber products to the region and connect the exporters with
the main market in the Gulf Corporation Council (GCC) countries.

Sarawak booth, the collaboration between ST ID C  and
Sarawak T imber Associat ion  (ST A), t he most
prominent agencies responsible on the development

of the timber industries in Sarawak has received an awe-
inspiring response from t imber and t imber products
importers, traders, manufacturers and agents  during the
D ubai International Wood and Wood Products  Show on
13 – 15 April 2010.  Two prominent members of the timber
industries,  W T K H oldings Berhad and Lik Shen Sawmills
Sdn Bhd came together on one common platform to address
enquiries from the potential buyers.

T his is the first time ST ID C  participated in the D ubai
WoodShow that has a long standing reputation as the
number one and considers the exhibition as an exclusive
platform for sellers and buyers from the entire spectrum
of wood industry.  T he event provides opportunity  to
introduce Sarawak timber and timber products to the region
and connect the exporters with the main market in the
Gulf Corporation Council (GCC ) countries.  T he Sarawak
booth has gained global enquiries on a wide range of timber
and timber products including sawn timber, plywood,
M D F, particle boards and compressed wood products.

According to M r Charlie Tan, M arketing M anager, Lik
Shen Sawmills Sdn Bhd of Ta Ann Group, “T he WoodShow
is an excellent networking arena where my company can
build strategic relat ionships with the buyers.  At  the
moment, our major market is Japan and do export small
quantity of timber products to M iddle East through their
agent in Singapore.  M y hope from this event is to have
direct contact with the importers and to make them aware
on the availability on the wide range of products that our

company can  offer.  Some of the
importers that I met here are willing
to come to Sarawak to have site visit
at our mill.  T his shows that they are
serious wood business and worthwhile
deals to be negotiated”.

M r Patrick Wong, D irector, W T K
H oldings Berhad said, “I found  many
existing buyers and potential ones at
this WoodShow.  T he event has been
a learn ing exercise to explore the
M iddle East market as all this while we
focused on Asian market and this is an
opportun ity for us to explore this
potential market.  By establishing a
sign ificant  presence at  the “D ubai
WoodShow 2010”, I expect to secure
various deals with the global clients in
future.  At this preliminary stage, our
primary concern  is the importers’

Visit by Datuk Yahaya Abdul Jabar (4th left), Malaysian Ambassador to the UAE and Dato’
Dzulkifli (2nd right), Senior Trade Commissioner at Sarawak Booth.

enquiries on prices and specification requirements.  D ubai
Internat ional WoodShow is an  important  avenue to
promote Sarawak t imber and t imber products in the
international market especially in the M iddle East and look
forward to participate again in future”.

T he M iddle East is currently one of Sarawak major markets
for timber and timber products especially for sawn timber
and plywood as well as minimal volume of particle board
and M D F.  In 2009, Sarawak exported around RM 530
million worth of timber and timber products to M iddle
East.

T hroughout the WoodShow the major products being
enquired were M D F, plywood and sawn timber. Interests
were also shown towards compressed blocks and plugs.
Subsequent to the encouraging response from the existing
and potent ial buyers, there is significant  prospect  for
Sarawak to boost her export in the M iddle East market.
T he Sarawak booth also worked towards raising awareness
among the importers, traders, agents and manufacturers
by providing them with information on the wide range
of timber and timber products available and the relevant
exporters and manufacturers in Sarawak.

T he three days exhibition was inaugurated by H .E. D r
Rashed Bin Fahad, U AE M inistry of Environment at the
D ubai Airport Expo.  It was the 5th edition of the D ubai
WoodShow, the M iddle East’s one and only wood-focused
exhibition.  O ver 150 wood and wood products suppliers
from more than 40 countries are exhibiting at the show
in a bid to meet the mounting regional demand for wood-
based building materials.


